THERAVINE s

RAVINES ARE CRUCIAL FOR THEIR FUNCTIONS

Ecological, as they home biodiversity and regulate the microclimate by protecting the soil from erosion and
creating habitats for wildlife. On a landscape and territorial level, they are elements that organize the relief
and create diverse landscapes. Furthermore, they are important for cultural and water heritage, as they
structure the territory and provide water, sometimes being spaces of local memory and identity. Finally, they
have a recreational and sporting value due to their potential for canyoning and hiking.

ECOLOGICAL IMPORTANCE

« Biodiversity:
Ravines are havens for a wide variety of flora and fauna species, many of which are endemic.

« Protected habitats:
The vegetation (trees, native shrubs) and moisture conditions provide shelter and sustenance for animals such
as birds, mammals, and reptiles.

« Microclimate regulation:
The shade and humidity they generate help regulate temperatures and maintain a favorable environment for
various species.

« Soil conservation:
Vegetation in the ravines helps stabilize the soil, preventing erosion caused by water and wind.

LANDSCAPE AND TERRITORIAL IMPORTANCE

« Territorial organization:
They act as organizing elements of the landscape and relief, especially in mountainous areas or islands.

- Landscape diversity:
They create unique and diverse landscapes, thanks to the interaction of water with the local geology.
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CULTURAL AND WATER IMPORTANCE

» Water contribution:
They are important sources of water for the territories, contributing to the local water cycle.

« Cultural heritage:
In some places, such as the Canary Islands, ravines are also spaces with a strong sense of local memory and identity.

« Traces of history:
They allow us to trace the ethnographic legacy and the footprints of ancient human settlements.

RECREATIONAL AND SPORTING IMPORTANCE

« Canyoning:
They are ideal settings for canyoning, a sports activity that combines descending rivers or ravines.

« Hiking and outdoor activities:
They offer spaces for hiking and other outdoor activities, promoting contact with nature.




