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THE VIA AUGUSTA

The Via Augusta was one of the main communication arteries of the Roman Empire. It was the longest
Roman road in the Iberian Peninsula, covering an approximate distance of 1,500 km from the Pyrenees
to Cadiz, and it partly utilized earlier routes. It owes its name to Emperor Augustus, who ordered a
general improvement of the route between the years 8 and 2 BC.

To construct a road, two parallel trenches were dug and the interior was excavated, depositing a first
bed of large stones mixed with earth and sand (stratumen). Above this, a second layer of pebbles bound
with mortar was laid and rammed down with a mallet (rudus), followed by a layer of sand (nucleus).
Finally, the paving (pavimentum or summa crusta) was placed, with a slight curvature or crowning in
the center to facilitate water drainage into the side ditches of the road.

The road was traveled on foot, on horseback, or by chariot. For the comfort and solace of travelers,
there were stopping places (mansio), as well as guard posts along the route.
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ANTONINE ITINERARY

The Romans created an amazing road network in the Iberian Peninsula, which we know about thanks to
“maps” such as the Antonine Itinerary or the milestones (miliaria).

This document details the route of the main roads of the Empire through a series of lists of stopping
points and the distances between them.

Of the nearly 400 routes included, 34 correspond to the provinces that made up Hispania.

The Via Augusta constitutes the first great backbone of the Iberian Peninsula, with a route from Cadiz
to the Pyrenees, continuing into France under the name of Via Domitia, and through Italy as Via Flaminia
and Via Aurelia until linking with Rome.
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ANTONINE ITINERARY - The most important classical Main Roman roads of Hispania,
source for the study of Roman roads. included in the Antonine Itinerary.

DISCOVER THE STRETCHES OF THE WAY

The Via Augusta crosses these lands in a
long, straight stretch. This section brings
together several milestones (miliaria), large
stones driven into the side of the road at
reqgular intervals of one thousand paces
(1,481.5 m) which served to indicate the
distance traveled.

Starting from here, it is possible to take two
attractive excursions on foot or by bicycle to
contemplate the preserved remains of the
road and its landscape.

If you want to discover the Via Augusta and
the Roman Arch of Cabanes, we recommend
two routes.

The northern route: it will lead you to
Vilanova d'Alcolea, where you can visit a large
milestone displayed in its town hall.

The southern route: it reaches La Pobla,
where other milestones are located. The dis-
tance of both routes is approximately 8 km.
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